EMSA North Tier 3 Information Session Questions & Answers
Why is EMSA North introducing Tier 3 community teams?

To provide a competitive community pathway, retain strong players, offer a lower-cost alternative to club
soccer, and offer a home to players that did not fit into the Club model.

Can a Tier 3 team return to community soccer?

Yes. EMSA North declares the tiers for each team, each season. This will allow teams and/or players to
return to community tiers the following season. No in-season promotion or relegation currently exists.

Can a successful community team move into Tier 3?
Yes. Teams may move into Tier 3 between seasons, but NOT during the season.
When can coaches recruit players?

U10/U11: August 10-23.

U12-U19: August 24—September 5.
Recruiting outside these windows is not permitted and is considered POACHING..
Can coaches recruit from other community teams?

No. The intent is to offer talented players to play at a club level at community based pricing. Those
players interested are encouraged to tryout.

We are offering a Tier 3 program to all players within the EMSA North boundaries, but we do not wish to
weaken community teams.

How will tryouts work?

Tryouts will be centralized at Newton Community outdoor rink. Coaches bring core players, who will
compete alongside individual players wishing to try out. The coaching staff and the Tier 3 Committee will
evaluate players together.

Who runs the tryouts?

The Tier 3 Committee, consists of Bryan Payne (President), Mirka Griffith (Vice President) Danny Da
Silva (Treasurer), Rak Prasad (Director at Large), Rob Lewis (Director and Discipline), Srdjan Gajic
(Scheduler and Trainer).

Members of the Tier 3 Committee will be present at the tryouts and will work with the coaching staff of the
team.

Will the coaching staff have input?

Yes. Coaches provide valuable information about player ability, attitude, work ethic, tactical understanding
and positional strengths.

How many tryouts will there be?
Likely multiple sessions depending on registration numbers. All players should attend the first session.

What if a player misses a tryout?



Coach knowledge of the player will still be considered.

How large are rosters?

The Tier 3 Committee is recommending 16 players (17 possible for older groups).
Should every player be invited?

No. Coaches are encouraged to invite only players who are realistically ready for Tier 3.
What happens to players not selected?

Directors and coaches will work together to place them on appropriate community teams, with bubble
players placed on stronger community teams where possible.

What if several coaches want the same player?

The Tier 3 Committee will discuss with the coaching staff. The player’s overall fit on the team, the
player’s wishes, position played and the roster size will determine placement.

What commitment is expected?

Consistent attendance, communication, punctuality and commitment from both players and parents.
Will attitude matter?

Yes. Reliability, communication, attitude and coachability are considered alongside soccer ability.
Why is Tier 3 only $50 more?

EMSA North is a Not-for-Profit organization. We are here to offer the best programs that we can to all
youth within the EMSA North boundaries. The extra cost is strictly to cover the cost of a second jerseys
(Home and Away - as all teams will require two sets of uniforms), and extra technical sessions and
practices.

What additional resources do Tier 3 teams receive?

Potential access to additional turf sessions, technical trainers, better officiating, season scheduling and
enhanced administrative support.

Can Tier 3 teams get sponsorship?

Yes.

Can Tier 3 coaches also coach community teams?
Yes.

What are the advantages of Tier 3?

Higher competition, age-appropriate play where possible, stronger officiating, season schedules, lower
cost than clubs and a pathway to higher levels.

Can Tier 3 teams move to Tier 2?

Yes, but they must transition to the club stream. The Tier 3 Committee will work with any teams that wish
to move to Tier 2 and will introduce them to those clubs best suited for that team.



Will hardship funding still apply?

Yes. Tier 3 remains a community-supported program.
How many Tier 3 teams are planned?

Initially 4—6 teams, with growth based on success.
What if clubs release players after tryouts?

Each season clubs release players after tryouts out. Where possible these players are placed on Tier 4
teams. Now that we have a Tier 3 program, the Tier 3 Committee will review these players to determine if
they should be placed on a Tier 3 or a Tier 4 team.

Are preseason tournaments recommended?

Yes. Events such as the Copa Edmonton Indoor Tournament were recommended. Overall message

This is a pilot program. Organizers expect to learn and refine the process while relying on
coaches to help make the initiative successful.

If you have any other questions, please forward them to: socceroffice@emsanorth.ca
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